
	
  

Anatomy 
The stomach is a dilated first part of the 
gastrointestinal tract that is a reservoir for 
food.   This organ can stretch to 
accommodate a large meal.  The stomach 
has a very powerful muscle that 
mechanically breaks down large pieces of 
food.  In addition, the lining of the stomach 
secretes acid that digests proteins. 
 
 

What is stomach cancer? 
 
Cancer of the stomach comprises less than 
1% of all cancers that dogs get, making it a 
relatively uncommon disease.  There are 
many types of stomach cancer, however, 
the adenocarcinoma is the most common 
type found.  Adenocarcinomas can diffusely 
affect the stomach making it leathery and 
nondistensible.  It may form a tumor that is 

a polyp with a narrow stalk.  In other cases, the tumor may become ulcerated and cause the 
stomach to rupture. 
 
 

Signs and diagnosis 
 
Stomach tumors are most commonly seen in dogs that are between 7 and 10 years of age.  
The rough-coated collie, Belgium shepherd dog and Staffordshire bull terrier are predisposed to 
developing this type of tumor.   In addition, males develop this tumor more commonly. 
 
Signs of stomach cancer may include chronic vomiting, loss of appetite, and weight loss.  
Additionally, the patient may vomit blood, pass black tar-colored stools, and have abdominal 
cramps.  
 
To diagnose this condition, x-rays following a barium swallow may be needed.   X-rays of the 
chest should be made to look for signs of spread of the tumor into the lungs.  Ultrasound of the 
abdomen may also be very useful to diagnose the presence of a mass in the wall of the 
stomach and can help identify enlarged lymph nodes and tumors in other organs. It is important 
to note that these imaging tests cannot identify microscopic spread of cancer to the lungs and 
internal organs.  Endoscopy, which involves passing a flexible camera into the stomach via the 
mouth, allows direct visualization of the tumor and is a noninvasive method to collect a biopsy 
from the tumor.  
 
 

The day of surgery 
 
Our anesthesia and surgical team will prescribe a pain management program, both during and 
after surgery that will keep your companion comfortable. This may include a combination of 
general anesthesia, injectable analgesics and oral analgesics. 
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• 24/7 Emergency          

& Critical Care 
 

• Cardiology 
 

• Computed 
Tomography 

 

• Dermatology                
& Allergy 

 

• Internal Medicine 
 

• Interventional 
Radiology 
 

• MRI 
 

• Neurology 
 

• Neurosurgery 
 

• Oncology 
 

• Oncologic Surgery 
 

• Ophthalmology 
 

• Orthopedic Surgery 
 

• Radiology                    
& Fluoroscopy 
 

• Soft Tissue Surgery 
 

• Ultrasound 
	
  
	
  
Locations 
 
Auburn Hills 
3412 E. Walton Blvd. 
(West of Squirrel Rd.) 
(248) 371-3713 
 
Grand Rapids 
1425 Michigan St. NE 
(East of Fuller Rd.) 
(616) 284-5300 
 
MVS Southfield 
29080 Inkster Rd. 
(North of 12 Mile Rd.) 
(248) 354-6660 



	
  

Treatment 
 
Surgery will be recommended if there is no visible evidence of spread of the tumor.  The stomach is exposed via an 
abdominal incision.  The portion of the stomach affected by the tumor is removed and the stomach is reconnected to 
the small intestine.  Biopsies of lymph nodes and liver may be done to rule out spread of the tumor.  Most patients 
are hospitalized for 48 to 72 hours after the surgery. 
 
 

Aftercare and results 
 
After surgery, you can continue to give your pet a prescribed pain reliever to minimize discomfort. It’s also extremely 
important to limit your dog’s activity and exercise during the post-operative period. The surgeon will monitor the 
healing process two weeks after the surgery.  Depending on the type of stomach cancer, chemotherapy may be 
recommended and started by our oncologist two weeks after surgery. 
 
At the time of diagnosis about 75% of all dogs will have spread of the tumor from the stomach.  The median survival 
time of dogs that have surgical resection is 2 months (in 140 cases – from combined reports listed below) and the 
mean survival is 8.2 months.  Currently, the benefit of chemotherapy following surgery or without surgery has not 
been investigated in the literature. 
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Assessment and recommendations  
 
Patient name: ______________________________________  Date: ____________ 
 
Treatment 
☐ Surgery is recommended 
☐ Surgery is not recommended and an oncologist should be consulted 
 
The following has been prescribed 
 ☐ No medications or special diet are necessary at this time. 

☐ Prescription diet: ___________________________________________________________ 
 ☐ Anti-vomiting medication: ____________________________________________________ 
 ☐ Anti-acid medication: _______________________________________________________ 
 ☐ Other medication: __________________________________________________________ 
  
Exercise 

☐ Unlimited   
☐ Confine your pet to the house other than very short leash walks necessary for bowel movements and  
     urination 
☐ Restrict exercise to leash walks 10 minutes twice daily 
 

Preparation for surgery 
☐  Start fasting your companion at midnight before the surgery; water should not be withheld 

 ☐  Pepcid AC 10 mg tablets:  give ______ tablet(s) with water (use a syringe if needed) at 6 AM on the day  
     of surgery 

 ☐  Other medications:  ________________________________________________________     
 

Composed by Daniel A. Degner, DVM, DACVS 
Edited by Ned F. Kuehn, DVM, MS, DACVIM 
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