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We Can Help

Available Services

e 24/7 Emergency
& Critical Care

« Cardiology
« Computed
Tomography

e Dermatology
& Allergy

« Internal Medicine

« Interventional
Radiology

« MRI

« Neurology

e Neurosurgery

« Oncology

« Oncologic Surgery
« Ophthalmology

o Orthopedic Surgery

« Radiology
& Fluoroscopy

« Radiation Therapy
o Soft Tissue Surgery
« Ultrasound

Locations

Auburn Hills

3412 E. Walton Blvd.
(West of Squirrel Rd.)
(248) 371-3713

Grand Rapids

1425 Michigan St. NE
(East of Fuller Rd.)
(616) 284-5300

Southfield

29080 Inkster Rd.
(North of 12 Mile Rd.)
(248) 354-6660

Sarcoptic Mange (Scabies)

Dermatology Service

What is Sarcoptic Mange?

Scabies is a skin disease of dogs caused by a
mite, Sarcoptes scabiei var canis. This mite is
very small and cannot be seen with the naked
eye.

The scabies mite is HIGHLY contagious to
other dogs. Dogs become infested with the
mite by direct contact with another dog that
has the disease or by using grooming
instruments used on the infected dog.

Warning Signs

The mite burrows in the skin and makes the dog itch. The itching is VERY intense and may be
worse at night. Red pimples, crusts and hair loss are seen; especially on the ears, elbows, hocks
and ventral chest as the disease progresses.

The scabies mite can infest people and burrow into their skin. The burrowing of the mites causes
little red bumps (rash). Sometimes if the pet has scabies, the owner is itchy, too. The itching and
rash caused by this mite in people usually resolves when the pet is treated and cured. If you
have symptoms, contact your physician.

Diagnosis

The disease may be very difficult to diagnose. Severe itching can be caused by only a few mites.
These mites can be very hard to find. Scabies is diagnosed by scraping the affected areas and
observing the mite in this material. Sometimes a dog has to be scraped 10-15 times before a
single mite can be found.

Mites are actually found in less than 50% of the dogs with scabies. Because of this, it is often
necessary to treat dogs suspected of being infested with the mites even though mites cannot be
found. If the pet’s itching stops after specific therapy for scabies, then we know the pet had
scabies (this use of medication is called a therapeutic trial).

Treatment

Scabies is treated by killing the mites with either a miticidal dip or oral medication. ALL ANI-
MALS IN CONTACT (which means in the household or visiting “friends”) should be treated.



